32

COMPENDIUM OF GEOGRAPHY AND TRAVEL

they repair to the Indian plains through the Gomul route,
fighting their hereditary foes, the Waziris, on the way,
and encamping on the Derajat plains. From this point
the men again disperse towards Multan, Lahore, Benares,
retailing their raw silk, druggets,, clothes, saddlery, horses,
saffron, dried fruits, and other wares. In April the

Povindahs reassemble
for the return journey,
and ascend the pass
towards Kandahar and
Ghazni.

Many other pro-
mising elements of
future progress exist
in the land, such as the
Kakar and Tajik agri-
culturists, the Hindki
traders, met with in
every large town, and
even the despised Kizil-
Bashis of Kabul.

In Baluchistan the
ruling race are not the
Baluchis, but the Bra-
huis, who are moreover both the aboriginal and the
most numerous element. Hence the term Baluchis-
tan, unknown in the country itself, is altogether inappro-
priate, though it may now be too late to substitute the
expression Brahuistan, as some geographers have pro-
posed. The Brahuis, whose racial and linguistic affinities
still remain an unsolved problem, are predominant in all
the eastern highlands; the reigning Khan and most of
the chiefs and nobles are of Brahui stock. But they are
no longer independent rulers, having by recent treaties
recognised the sovereignty of the British raj. The
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